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from two of Pulaski’s officers. The first has in-
jured Pulaski being sent to Charleston aboard 
the Wasp, but passing on October 15 and 
taken to Greenwich Plantation, Georgia for 
burial. In 1854, bones were discovered in an 
unmarked grave at the former family plantation 
of William P. Bowen. Bowen said his grand-
mother and aunt told him the grave was Pu-
laski’s. The bones were then entombed inside 
the marble cornerstone of the Pulaski Monu-
ment in Savannah. Restoration of the monu-
ment in 1996 led to another exhumation by 
Chatham County Coroner James C. Metts Jr. 
After eight years of attempts, investigators 
failed to extract a complete DNA sequence to 
compare with a living Pulaski descendant in 
Poland. A draft report by Metts’ team con-
cluded ‘‘the mystery remains unsolved.’’ It also 
states that ‘‘strong circumstantial evidence 
does suggest that the remains are Casimir Pu-
laski.’’ 

However, historical accounts from two offi-
cers who served under Pulaski tell a different 
story. They report that General Pulaski was 
wounded on October 9, 1776, but that he died 
two days later on October 11 aboard the 
Wasp on route to Charleston. The two officers 
report that Pulaski was then buried at sea 
near the mouth of the Savannah River where 
it flows into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Even with conflicting details of his birth and 
death, General Pulaski’s military history is 
commemorated in Savannah by multiple trib-
utes including Fort Pulaski, Pulaski Elemen-
tary, Pulaski Square, and Pulaski National 
Monument. I am privileged to commend Gen-
eral Pulaski and his admirable service to our 
Nation and support his honorary citizenship. 
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HONORING JESSE RAYMOND 
NELSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Jesse Raymond Nelson, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 1179, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jesse has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jesse has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jesse Raymond Nelson 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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IRAN SANCTIONS ENABLING ACT 
OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise in support of H.R. 1327, the ‘‘Iran 

Sanctions Enabling Act of 2009.’’ This legisla-
tion, if enacted, will enhance U.S. capacity to 
further isolate Iran and pressure the govern-
ment to abandon its military nuclear program. 

The recent discovery of a secret enrichment 
facility at Qom serves as a clear reminder that 
Iran continues to flagrantly disregard inter-
national non-proliferation agreements, and 
poses a direct and dangerous threat to the 
peace and security not only in the Middle 
East, but also around the world. 

Unfortunately, the concealment of the facility 
at Qom is only the most recent in a long line 
of deplorable and illegal behavior by the Ira-
nian government. From seeking to acquire nu-
clear weapons and evade IAEA inspectors, to 
continuing to threaten Israel and opposing the 
Middle East peace process, to supporting 
international terrorism, to its deplorable human 
rights record—specifically surrounding the re-
cent elections—the government of Iran has 
consistently acted in a reprehensible and dan-
gerous manner. 

The only effective way to achieve lasting 
peace and prosperity in the region, along with 
bringing about reforms in Iran’s polity, is to as-
sist the Iranian people in their quest to 
achieve political, social, and religious liberty. 
Every government can be judged with the way 
in which it treats its ethnic and religious mi-
norities, and the current Iranian government 
gets a failing grade for its treatment of its 
many and diverse minorities 

While the government’s actions in the inter-
national community deserve our condemna-
tion, we must distinguish between Iranian peo-
ple and their government. This fall, I was opti-
mistic that the elections in Iran would serve as 
a catalyst for change, but given the absence 
of fair and free elections, coupled with the 
government’s poor record for transparency 
and accountability, I believe that the demo-
cratic voices in Iran need our help to achieve 
change. 

The results of the recent election clearly 
showed that there was no chance for Iranian 
citizens to participate in Democracy. On June 
12, 2009, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was osten-
sibly re-elected to his second term as Presi-
dent, as a result of the tenth Presidential elec-
tions in Iran, held and calculated on June 13, 
2009. Subject to official results released by 
Iran’s election headquarters, out of a total of 
39,165,191 ballots cast in the Presidential 
election, Ahmadinejad allegedly won 
24,527,516 votes, which accounts for approxi-
mately 62.6 percent of the votes, while his op-
ponent and former Prime Minister of Iran Mir- 
Hossein Mousavi purportedly secured only 
13,216,411 (37.4%) of the votes. Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei announced that he envi-
sions Ahmadinejad as president in the next 
five years, a comment interpreted as indicating 
support for Ahmadinejad’s reelection, and so it 
happened exactly that way. 

In the aftermath of an election crisis we 
must not forget that Iran is marching ever 
closer to the development of a nuclear weap-
on, as they continue the pursuit of enriching 
uranium. Iran’s nuclear program, coupled with 
its continued military assistance to armed 
groups in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Palestinian 
group Hamas, and to the Lebanese Hezbollah 
has been the basis for President Obama’s 
characterization of Iran as a ‘‘profound threat 
to U.S. national security interests.’’ 

Yet the last Administration’s approach of 
isolationism failed to stop or even slow the es-

calation of Iran’s nuclear development. The re-
cent discovery of a secret enrichment facility 
at Qom serves as a clear reminder that Iran 
continues to flagrantly disregard international 
non-proliferation agreements, and poses a di-
rect and dangerous threat to the peace and 
security in the Middle East, and around the 
world. 

In that vein we do not want to ostracize 
Iran, as has been done in the past. This Ad-
ministration indicated that if Iran refuses to 
come to the ‘‘nuclear bargaining table’’ by late 
September 2009, sanctions will resume. This 
deadline passed, and Iran has not changed. 
Consequently, it is time that we move to en-
able effective sanctions to remind Iran that we 
remain serious in our demands. This bill does 
not move the U.S. past the point of no return 
in regards to sanctions, but, it sends a clear 
message to Iran while enabling more effective 
sanctions in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, although Iran has committed 
heinous human rights violations, and con-
tinues to threaten its neighbors, I do not be-
lieve that it is productive to punish Iran for 
their past delinquencies. Instead, we should 
use our threats and sanctions to persuade the 
government of Iran to change its behavior by 
holding free and fair elections, allowing dis-
sent, and finally ending its military nuclear pro-
gram. I hope that, one day in the near future, 
we will lift these sanctions; but, until reforms 
are implemented, we must remain vigilant in 
pressuring Iran. 

Last year, this body passed H.R. 7112—The 
Comprehensive Iran Sanction Act, but the 
Senate failed to follow suit. It is my hope that, 
this time, our colleagues in the Senate realize 
how much is at stake and act quickly to pass 
this legislation. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage 
of this legislation. 
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HONORING VIRGINIA HOUSE 
SPEAKER WILLIAM J. HOWELL 
FOR RECEIVING THE 
CARRINGTON WILLIAMS PRESER-
VATION AWARD 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Virginia House Speaker William J. 
Howell for receiving the Carrington Williams 
Preservation Award. The Carrington Williams 
Preservation Award is presented by the Shen-
andoah Valley Battlefields Foundation to an in-
dividual whose accomplishments in furthering 
the cause of preservation have been note-
worthy and will be long-lasting. This year, the 
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation se-
lected a Virginian of remarkable accomplish-
ments for the Commonwealth and to the pres-
ervationist cause to receive this award. 

The award is made in honor of Carrington 
Williams, whose dedication to preservation, 
especially Civil War battlefields, is well known. 
He served as chairman of the predecessor or-
ganization to the Civil War Preservation Trust, 
the Association for Preservation of Civil War 
Sites. He was chairman of the federal com-
mission that wrote the management plan for 
the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National 
Historic District, and he served as the found-
ing chairman of this organization. 
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